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cultivation in india.—Mr. W. S. Millard has supplied the
following notes:—
There appears to be very little recorded on the cultivation
of the Coco-de-mer in India.
From information recently received from Major Gage, I, m. s.,
there is only one plant living at present in the Royal Botanic
Garden, Sibpur, Calcutta, from nuts introduced in 1894.
In Bombay, thanks to M. Dupont,'the Director of the Botanic
Garden, Seychelles Islands, a number of nuts were introduced
in 1908, but although two or three germinated by being placed
in a damp, dark situation, no specimen survived when planted
out. In most cases one leaf was thrown out, but before the
second leaf appeared the plant expired, possibly owing to the
soil not being suitable.
In 1911 M. Dupont forwarded nie some more nuts, and out
of these five germinated, but cockroaches attacked the shoots
of two whilst in the dark, and these subsequently- died. The
remaining three are alive. One of them was planted in 1914
on the Queen's Road, Bombay,' in the vacant plot next to the
B. B. <fe C. I. Railway Offices, and this plant soon threw out a
second leaf. The soil is very sandy, having been reclaimed
from the sea, and it is hoped that this plant will survive.
The second But was planted in the garden of the Ladies'
Gymkhana, Malabar Hill, and is growing slowly.
The remaining nut I still have in a tub in my garden, where
it is thriving and is now making its second leaf.
Some of the nuts were given to the Victoria Gardens^ Bombay,
and I hear that one is growing there.
In consequence of so many failures I wrote to M. Dupont
asking for his opinion and advice as to their cultivation in India,
and I cannot do better than reproduce his remarks on this
subject:—
**I am afraid I cannot tell you much about your failure to
grow successfully our Coco-de-mer, The symptoms you describe
are, however, such as to warrant excess of moisture and
subsequent fungoid attack b«4ng the cause of the failure of the
plant to produce more than one leaf. I saw here the same thing
happened in a friend's yard, where he planted a germinating
nut oa the very spot where he had insufficiently removed a
huge stump of a Jack tree. The plant died after the -first leaf

